
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
 
 

 
 

Dear Simon, 

 

Re: Ashford Borough Council – Main Modifications to the Local Plan 2030 – Public 

Consultation – September 2018  

 

Thank you for consulting Kent County Council (KCC) on the Ashford Local Plan 2030 Main 

Modifications consultation, which proposes changes to the Ashford Local Plan 2030 

Submission Version. KCC previously submitted responses to the Borough Council’s 

Regulation 19 consultation (letter dated 10 August 2016) and the Main Changes consultation 

(letter dated 31 August 2017).  

 

The County Council has reviewed the relevant consultation documents and for ease of 

reference, sets out its technical policy comments in a schedule (appendix 1).  

 

The County Council acknowledges the increased overall requirement for housing, resulting 

from changes to Objectively Assessed Need, and the consequent increases in the 

anticipated yield from proposed allocations, a number of new allocations and increased 

assumptions about delivery from windfall sites. The County Council continues to support the 

Ashford Borough Council’s growth agenda to deliver better outcomes for residents and 

businesses of the Borough and has worked closely with the Borough Council to ensure that 

adequate levels of infrastructure are planned alongside housing growth. The County Council, 

as local infrastructure and service provider, therefore is satisfied in all matters relating to the 

provision of community services and education provision as set out in the Main Modifications 

consultation.  

 

The County Council has worked closely with officers at Ashford Borough Council throughout 

the Local Plan process. As Local Highway Authority, KCC has played an active role in the 

examination of the Local Plan to ensure that the necessary highways improvements and 

mitigation measures are considered at Local Plan stage. The County Council as Minerals 
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and Waste Planning Authority has also carried out comprehensive work with Ashford 

Borough Council in the compilation of a Statement of Common Ground. 

 

However, KCC would like to draw attention to the fact that there are policies which do not 

take account of previously suggested amendments made through the ‘Main Changes’ 

consultation, relating to the consideration of archaeology on allocated sites (letter dated 31 

August 2017). KCC would request that the appropriate amendments are made to these 

policies, as set out in the appended schedule of policy comments (appendix 1). 

 

 

 

The County Council recognises the role and importance of this Plan in guiding and 

managing sustainable development in the Borough up to 2030. The County Council will 

continue to work closely with the Borough Council to ensure the delivery of new housing, 

employment and required infrastructure and services across the Plan period.  

 

If you require any further information or clarification on any matter, please do not hesitate to 

contact me.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Barbara Cooper    
Corporate Director – Growth, Environment and Transport  
 
 
Encs: 
 

• Appendix 1: Schedule of KCC’s Policy Comments  




