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Consultation Process 

 

 

Introduction 

 

This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the Neighbourhood 

Planning Regulations 2012 in respect of the Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Parishes Neighbourhood 

Plan (BAE NP). 

 

The legal basis of this Consultation Statement is provided by Section 15(2) of Part 5 of the 2012 

Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, which requires that a consultation statement should: 

 

o Contain the details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 

Neighbourhood Plan; 

o Explain how they were consulted; 

o Summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 

o Describe how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, 

addressed in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

The policies contained in the BAE NP are as a result of considerable interaction and consultation with 

the community and businesses within the parishes of Boughton Aluph and Eastwell over 3-4 years. 

Work has involved public meetings, community events and a survey of households and Eureka Place 

businesses. Views and interactions from this process led to an overarching Vision in Section 3 of the 

BAE NP and set of objectives which, in turn, form the basis for the key policies set out in Section 5 of 

the BAE NP. 

 

Steering Group 

 

The production of the Regulation 14 and 15 Neighbourhood Plans has been overseen and 

coordinated by the volunteer Steering Group which was formed to lead the BAE NP in April 2015. 

The terms of reference for the Steering Group, membership and meeting minutes can be viewed 

here www.parishplan.uk/neighbourhood-planning-group.  To support the Neighbourhood Plan, the 

Steering Group researched evidence papers on a series of topics. 36 meetings of the Steering Group 

were held to develop Regulation 14 Neighbourhood Plan together with site visits and informal 

working group meetings. Further informal working group meetings were held to discuss the 

responses to the Regulation 14 Neighbourhood Plan together with further clarification and 

discussion with some respondents, additional site visits and research. On this basis the 

Neighbourhood Plan was revised and the resultant Regulation 15 Neighbourhood Plan is submitted 

to Ashford Borough Council to enable further formal consultation. 

 

Website, e-newsletter and social media 

 

In June 2015, the Parish Council set up a website for the Neighbourhood Plan to keep residents 

informed about the project at every stage,  website can be viewed here www.parishplan.uk and to 

facilitate local debate.  

 

http://www.parishplan.uk/neighbourhood-planning-group
http://www.parishplan.uk/
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Residents could enter their details on the website to sign up to receive an e-newsletter about the 

Neighbourhood Plan. In addition, attendees at events were invited to sign up to receive an e-

newsletter. The Neighbourhood Plan website holds an archive of copies of all e-newsletters which 

can be viewed here together with coverage in local media.   

 

Social media accounts were also set up in June 2015 to communicate with residents. These can be 

viewed here: 

o @parishplan Twitter account (231 followers at April 2019) 

o A Neighbourhood Plan for Boughton Aluph, Eastwell & Goat Lees Facebook Page (61 

following at April 2019) 

 

Examples of publicity material used to promote engagement events are contained in Appendix 1. 

 

Public events & consultation activities 

 

There have a series of phases of consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan. These are summarised 

below. 

 

Initial public consultation 

 

The Parish Council set up a subcommittee in July 2013 to review the existing Parish Design 

Statement and to consider the feasibility of producing of a Neighbourhood Plan. A public meeting 

took place in November 2013, attended by 53 local residents at which the Parish Council put forward 

the idea of a Neighbourhood Plan to supersede the Parish Design Statement with the community. 

 

In December 2013, the subcommittee held a public meeting at which Simon Cole, then Policy 

Manager in Planning and Development Services at Ashford Borough Council, was invited to outline 

the process of developing a Neighbourhood Plan. 18 local residents were present. 14 came forward 

to offer their support to help the subcommittee. Subsequently, 5 sub-groups were formed, each 

covering a different part of the parish. Each sub-group was charged with canvassing views on 

whether residents wanted a Neighbourhood Plan and to gain some initial feedback about potential 

development in and around the parish. 

 

In February 2014, a further public meeting was held at which Carly Pettit, Planning Officer at Ashford 

Borough Council and Borough Councillor Winston Michael gave presentations about Neighbourhood 

Planning. 22 local residents were present at the meeting. Following which, the Parish Council made 

an application to the Local Planning Authority for a Neighbourhood Area to be designated (see 

regulation 5 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended). This 

corresponds to the designated area covered by Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Parish Council. The 

Neighbourhood Plan designation was approved by Ashford Borough Council on 12 June 2014. 

 

In April 2015, the Parish Council appointed the volunteer Steering Group which has overseen the 

development of the Regulation 14 Neighbourhood Plan and subsequently the Regulation 15 Plan. 

Two Parish Councillors sit on the Steering Group. The Chair is appointed by the Parish Council. 

 

http://www.parishplan.uk/e-newsletter/
https://twitter.com/ParishPlan
https://www.facebook.com/parishplan.uk/
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Discovery Phase – September 2015 
 

As a starting point to preparing the Neighbourhood Plan, the Parish Council held 4 community 

consultation events in September 2015 at which residents were asked to consider the following 

questions as part of a discussion of local issues in our parishes. 

 

o what is good about our area? 

o what is bad about our area? 

o what makes our parish good to live and/or work in? 

o what pressures affect our area now or in the future? 

o what needs to change? 

 

A letter about the Neighbourhood Plan and the consultation events was sent to every household. 

Banners were displayed at strategic locations around the parishes in the weeks leading up to the 

events. Articles appeared in the Parish Magazine and local media.  

 

In total, 236 residents took part in the discovery phase of our community consultation. 

 

Location Date Attendees 

Goat Lees Primary 

School 

Thursday 17 September 2015, 7.00pm to 9.00pm 17 

Goat Lees Community 

Hall 

Friday 18 September 2015, 7.00pm to 9.00pm 9 

Iron Room, 

Boughton Lees 

Saturday 19 September 2015, 11.00am to 2.00pm 57 

Sandyacres, Sandyhurst 

Lane 

Sunday 27 September 2015, 11.00am to 4.00pm 153 

 Total 236 

 

Key findings 

Participants were asked to add their comments to our display boards. 932 post-it notes with 

comments were provided over the four discovery events. The results of the consultation can be 

found on the website.  

 

Participation 

All ages were represented at the events.  One of the youngest contributors was 6 years of age. 

Another had recently celebrated his 86th birthday. There was a good representation of views from 

across our parishes. The following map shows the postcodes of contributors. The size of the bubble 

indicates the relative number of people from each postcode in the parish who attended. 

 

There were no specific groups that were felt to be under-represented throughout the process. 
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Attendance at the engagement events was from a wide cross section of the community that broadly 

represented the demographic mix of the parishes. 

 
Map showing postcodes of contributors to Discovery consultation 

 

Neighbourhood Plan Survey – March/April 2016 
 

In March-April 2016, the Parish Council held a Neighbourhood Plan Survey so that we could ensure 

that the Neighbourhood Plan is based on a proper understanding of the views, wants and needs of 

local people and businesses. Our volunteers delivered a survey form to every home and business in 

our parishes. Banners and posters were put up to announce the survey. An e-newsletter was sent 

out and details posted on social media. 

 

Residents were asked to give their opinions on a set of draft objectives for our Neighbourhood Plan, 

developed from our earlier consultation with residents. We asked for responses from all ages. 

 

Residents were asked to fill in the survey by 17 April 2016.  Responses were anonymous. The survey 

could be completed on paper or online. A telephone helpline was set up for anyone needing 

assistance to complete the survey. Reminder notices were delivered to all homes in advance of the 

deadline for responses. Our volunteers called at homes and businesses between 18-23 April 2016 to 

collect the paper copies of the survey. 
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Participation 

We received 482 completed survey forms, equivalent to 46% of households in our parishes.  There 

was a good representation of views from all parts of the parishes and from all ages. The majority of 

the responses came from residents who have lived in our parishes for more than 5 years. 

 

 
 

Key findings 

The survey responses were independently analysed by planning and regeneration consultancy, 

People and Places Partnership. There was a great deal of consensus in the survey results which gave 

a clear direction for the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Follow up events 

In July 2016 the Parish Council held 3 community feedback events to present the key findings of the 

survey back to the community. Invitations were delivered to every household and business in the 

parishes. The events were advertised with posters and banners and online. 

 

Location Date 

Iron Room, Boughton Lees Saturday 23 July 2016, 11.00am to 1.00pm 

Sandyacres, Sandyhurst Lane Sunday 24 July 2016, 11.00am to 1.30pm 

Goat Lees Community Hall Saturday 30 July 2016, 11.00am to 1.00pm 

 

Regulation 14 Pre-submission Consultation – April/May 2019 
 

As part of the requirements of the Localism Act 2011 and Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood 

Planning (General) Regulations 2012, the Parish Council undertook a six week Pre-Submission 
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Consultation on the draft Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Parishes Neighbourhood Plan. The 

consultation closed on 19 May 2019. 

 

To announce the consultation, postcard flyers were delivered to every home and business in the 

week of 1 April 2019. Posters were displayed on parish noticeboards. Articles featured in the April 

and May editions of the Parish Magazine. An e-newsletter was sent to 373 subscribers. Messages 

were posted on social media. 

 

Website 

A copy of the Regulation 14 Draft Neighbourhood Plan was posted on the home page of the 

Neighbourhood Plan website, together with a summary of the Draft Plan and a link to an online 

questionnaire about the Draft Plan. Hard copies were also made available.  

 

Details were also posted on the Parish Council’s website and the websites of the two local Residents’ 

Associations. 

 

o Sandyhurst Lane Residents’ Association 

o Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Residents’ Association 

 

Posters 

A public notice about the consultation was posted on the Parish Council’s 5 official noticeboards 

located at Boughton Lees, Kempes Corner, Sandyhurst Lane, Eastwell Towers and Goat Lees 

Community Hall. Posters were also put up in the 3 community halls, the pharmacy and café at 

Eureka Place and the two public houses in the parish. 

 

Exhibitions 

3 community exhibitions were held over the 6 week consultation period. Banners advertising the 

events were placed around the Parish at strategic locations from 2 weeks before each exhibition. 

Details of the events featured in a local magazine delivered free to every home in our parishes. 

 

Questionnaire 

Attendees at the community exhibitions were invited to complete a paper copy of the questionnaire 

about the Regulation 14 Neighbourhood Plan. The questionnaire was also available online. 

 

Social media 

Details of the consultation and community exhibitions were posted on the social media accounts set 

up by the Steering Group: 

 

o To view the @parishplan Twitter account here  

o To view the A Neighbourhood Plan for Boughton Aluph, Eastwell & Goat Lees Facebook Page 

here  

 

Plus the following local social media accounts: 

 

o Friends of Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Facebook Group (297 members) 

o Kennington Forum (2,002 members) 

o Lenacre Action Group (48 members) 

https://twitter.com/ParishPlan
https://www.facebook.com/parishplan.uk/
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Statutory and non-statutory consultees 

In accordance with requirements of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, relevant statutory and 

non-statutory consultees were notified by letter or email. These included Ashford Borough Council, 

Natural England, the Environment Agency, Historic England, utility companies and neighbouring 

parish councils.  

 

In addition, a range of parties that the Parish Council considered were likely to have an interest in 

the Draft Plan were also written to. These included Residents’ Associations and local businesses and 

landowners.   

 

In total, 78 bodies and individuals were contacted (see Appendix 2). All parties were advised to 

download a copy of the Draft Plan, but were advised that hard copies could be issued on request.  

A copy of the text of the emails/letters can be found at Appendix 3. 

 

Stakeholder consultations 

Throughout the process of developing the Neighbourhood Plan, the Steering Group have held 

meetings with officers at Ashford Borough Council (ABC). 

 

The Parish Council submitted a formal screening request regarding the need for a Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (SEA) or Habitat Regulation Assessment (HRA) of the draft BAE NP in 

October 2018. ABC provided screening report in December 2018, stating that neither a SEA nor HRA 

was required. This exercise was repeated for the Regulation 15 Neighbourhood Plan with the 

request for screening submitted on 13th January 2020 and the response received 3rd February 2020. 

A copy of this Screening Report is included as part of the supporting evidence base. 

 

Comments made on the Regulation 14 Neighbourhood Plan Consultation 

 

Comments made on the Regulation 14 Neighbourhood Plan are set out in full in Appendix 5. The 

Parish Council’s response, together with the proposed changes to the Regulation 14 Plan, are set 

alongside each comment. Overall there was strong support for the Neighbourhood Plan Vision and 

Objectives as well as each of the plan policies. Consequently a number of changes have been made 

to the Regulation 14 Neighbourhood Plan, particularly in response to comments by Ashford Borough 

Council. 

 

 

 

January 2020 
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Appendix 1 t  

 

Examples of publicity material used to promote engagement events 
Postcard delivered to every household & poster for display 
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Large vinyl banners (6ft x 2ft) displayed outside venues 
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Social media graphic  

 
 

 

Social media post text 

 

Neighbourhood Plan Page 

 

The Parish Council has launched a 6 week public consultation on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan for Boughton 

Aluph and Eastwell Parishes.  

 

Neighbourhood Plans give communities a voice in future development in their area. Our Draft Plan is based on 

your survey responses and evidence researched by our volunteers. It sets out 10 local planning policies.  

 

We need to hear your feedback on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan so it can strongly represent local views. You 

can read the Draft Plan or summary at www.parishplan.uk where you will also find an online questionnaire.  

 

We’re holding three community exhibitions about the Draft Plan. The locations and dates are below. Please 

join us. Parish Councillors will be on hand to answer your questions.  

 

• Sandyacres on Saturday 13 April, 10.00am to 1.00pm  

• Goat Lees Primary School on Saturday 27 April, 10.00am to 1.00pm 

• Iron Room, Boughton Lees on Saturday 4 May, 10.00am to 1.00pm 

 

We must receive your comments on the Draft Plan by 19 May so that we can take them into account and make 

any necessary changes to the Plan before moving on to the final stage of drafting. The amended Plan will be 

subject to further public consultation and independent examination. The final version will be put to a parish 

referendum. If it has the backing of residents, it will be the Plan which must be used in law to determine 

planning applications in our parishes. 
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Friends of Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Group 

 

The Parish Council has launched a 6 week public consultation on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan for Boughton 

Aluph and Eastwell Parishes.  

 

Neighbourhood Plans give communities a voice in future development in their area. Our Draft Plan is based on 

your survey responses and evidence researched by our volunteers. It sets out 10 local planning policies.  

 

We need to hear your feedback on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan so it can strongly represent local views. You 

can read the Draft Plan or summary at www.parishplan.uk where you will also find an online questionnaire.  

 

We’re holding three community exhibitions about the Draft Plan. The locations and dates are below. Please 

join us. Parish Councillors will be on hand to answer your questions.  

 

• Sandyacres on Saturday 13 April, 10.00am to 1.00pm  

• Goat Lees Primary School on Saturday 27 April, 10.00am to 1.00pm 

• Iron Room, Boughton Lees on Saturday 4 May, 10.00am to 1.00pm 

 

We must receive your comments on the Draft Plan by 19 May so that we can take them into account and make 

any necessary changes to the Plan before moving on to the final stage of drafting. The amended Plan will be 

subject to further public consultation and independent examination. The final version will be put to a parish 

referendum. If it has the backing of residents, it will be the Plan which must be used in law to determine 

planning applications in our parishes. 

 

Lenacre Hall Farm Facebook Group 

 

As a Facebook group where members have an interest in planning matters, you may be interested to hear that 

the Parish Council has launched a 6 week public consultation on a draft Neighbourhood Plan for Boughton 

Aluph and Eastwell Parishes.  

 

Neighbourhood Plans give communities a voice in future development in their area. Our Draft Plan is based on 

your survey responses and evidence gathered by our volunteers. It sets out 10 local planning policies. Relevant 

to Lenacre Hall Farm are policies to protect our countryside, our important views and the Eastwell Farmlands 

valued landscape. 

 

We need to hear your feedback on the Draft Plan so it can strongly represent local views. You can read the 

Draft Plan at www.parishplan.uk where you will also find an online questionnaire. By definition, a 

Neighbourhood Plan is a technical document so we have written a summary. 

 

Please join us at a community exhibition about the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. The closest location to you is 

Sandyacres on Saturday 13 April, 10.00am to 1.00pm. If you can’t make that one, there are two others - Goat 

Lees Primary School on Saturday 27 April, 10.00am to 1.00pm and the Iron Room, Boughton Lees on Saturday 

4 May, 10.00am to 1.00pm. Parish Councillors will be on hand to answer your questions. 

 

We must receive your comments on the Draft Plan by 19 May so that we can take them into account and make 

any changes to the Plan before moving on to the final stage of drafting. The amended Plan will be subject to 

further consultation and independent examination. The final version will be put to a parish referendum. If it 

has the backing of residents, it will be the Plan which must be used in law to determine planning applications 

in our parishes. Developers and local authority planners will have to take notice of it. 



14 
 

 

Kennington Community Forum 

 

Apologies as I know this post won’t be relevant to everyone here but members living around Trinity Road may 

be interested to know that the Parish Council is holding a 6 week public consultation on a draft Neighbourhood 

Plan for Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Parishes. This covers Goat Lees.  

 

Neighbourhood Plans give communities a voice in future development in their area. Our Draft Plan is based on 

survey responses and evidence gathered by our volunteers. It sets out 10 local planning policies. These include 

a policy for the expansion of Eureka Place plus a set of development principles for the planned large scale 

housing and commercial development at Eureka Park, which is a strategic site in the Ashford Borough Local 

Plan 2030. 

 

We need to hear your feedback on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan so it can strongly represent local views. You 

can read the Draft Plan or summary at www.parishplan.uk where you will also find an online questionnaire.  

 

The Parish Council is holding three community exhibitions about the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. Please join us. 

The nearest location is Goat Lees Primary School on Saturday 27 April, 10.00am to 1.00pm. If you can’t make 

that one, the others are at Sandyacres on Saturday 13 April, 10.00am to 1.00pm, and the Iron Room, Boughton 

Lees on Saturday 4 May, 10.00am to 1.00pm. Parish Councillors will be on hand to answer your questions. 

 

We must receive your comments on the Draft Plan by 19 May so that we can take them into account and make 

any necessary changes to the Plan before moving on to the final stage of drafting. The amended Plan will be 

subject to further public consultation and independent examination. The final version will be put to a parish 

referendum. If it has the backing of residents, it will be the Plan which must be used in law to determine 

planning applications in our parishes. Developers and local authority planners will have to take notice of it. 

 

More information about the project at www.parishplan.uk. 

 

 

Neighbourhood Plan – Public Consultation article for Parish Magazine April 2019 

 

The Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Parishes Neighbourhood Plan, which is intended to guide planning decisions 

in our community over the next ten years, has reached an important stage.  

 

The Parish Council is holding a 6 week public consultation on a first draft of the Neighbourhood Plan. We want 

to hear your views on the 10 planning policies we have developed based on residents’ responses to our survey. 

Your feedback is important.  

 

From April, you can view the draft Plan at www.parishplan.uk and fill in an online questionnaire. You are 

invited to attend one of our community exhibitions about the draft Plan where Parish Councillors will be on 

hand to answer your questions. 

 

• Saturday 13 April, 10.00am to 1.00pm at Sandyacres, Sandyhurst Lane 

• Saturday 27 April, 10.00am to 1.00pm at Goat Lees Primary School 

• Saturday 4 May, 10.00am to 1.00pm at the Iron Room, Boughton Lees 

 

The consultation will close on 19 May 2019. The Parish Council will consider and respond to all comments and 

may amend the Neighbourhood Plan in the light of them.  The amended Plan will be subject to further public 

consultation and independent examination. The final version will be put to a parish referendum. If it has the 

http://www.parishplan.uk/
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backing of residents, it will be adopted by Ashford Borough Council as the Plan which must be used in law to 

determine planning applications in our parishes.  

 

Without a Neighbourhood Plan, our community could be subject to unwanted and potentially inappropriate 

and unsustainable development. 

 

To receive a paper copy of the Neighbourhood Plan and questionnaire, please contact Rachel Girt, Parish Clerk 

on 07419 740559.      

 

Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parish Council 

 

 

Article for Parish Magazine May 2019 
 

Consultation on Neighbourhood Plan Closes on 19 May 

 

Neighbourhood Plans give local communities a voice in future development in their area.   

 

In April, the Parish Council launched a 6 week public consultation on a Draft Neighbourhood Plan for Boughton 

Aluph and Eastwell Parishes. The draft proposes ten policies to guide local planning decisions over the next ten 

years.  

 

You can view the Draft Plan at www.parishplan.uk where you can fill out an online questionnaire. Please come 

along to our third and final community exhibition on the Draft Plan where Parish Councillors will be on hand to 

answer your questions. Join us at the Iron Room, Boughton Lees on Saturday 4 May, 10.00am to 1.00pm.  

 

We need to hear your feedback on the Draft Plan so that it can strongly represent local views. The Parish 

Council will consider and respond to all comments and may amend the Neighbourhood Plan in the light of 

them.  The amended Plan will be subject to further public consultation and independent examination.  

 

The final version of the Plan will be put to a parish referendum. If it has the backing of residents, it will be 

adopted by Ashford Borough Council as the Plan which must be used in law to determine planning applications 

in our area.  

 

With a Neighbourhood Plan, our community will be in a stronger position to stop unwanted and potentially 

inappropriate and unsustainable development. 

 

To receive a paper copy of the Neighbourhood Plan and questionnaire, please contact Rachel Girt, Parish Clerk, 

on 07419 740559.      

 

Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parish Council 
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Appendix 2 

Regulation 14 Consultees 

 

The Parish Council consulted the following statutory and non-statutory consultees who were 

considered likely to have an interest in the Regulation 14 Neighbourhood Plan. 

Action With Communities in Rural Kent Goat Lees Primary School 

Affinity Water (South East Region) Godmersham Parish Council 

Age Concern Ashford Historic England – South East Region 

All Saints Church/St Christopher’s Church Homes England 

Ashford Asian Society Iron Room Committee 

Ashford Borough Council Kennington Community Council (Shadow) 

Ashford Borough Museum Kent Association for Disabled People – Ashford 

Ashford Clinical Commissioning Group Kent County Council 

Ashford College Kent Downs AONB Unit 

Ashford Committee of the Kent Association of Local 
Councils 

Kent Fire and Rescue Service Headquarters 

Ashford Muslim Association Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce 

Ashford Police Station Kent Wildlife Trust 

Ashford Volunteer Centre Local Highway Authority (Kent Highway Services) 

Ashford Youth Forum Mr and Mrs T Hardwick, Lenacre Hall Farm 

Baptist Chapel, Wye Road Natural England 

Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Residents’ 
Association 

Network Rail 

Boughton and Eastwell Cricket Club Perry Court Farm 

Boughton with Eastwell Women’s Institute Quadrant Estates 

Brakes RIFT Group 

British Gas Transco South East RLG Farms Ltd, Eastwell Park Estate 

Busy Bees Nursery Rural Means Rural 

Campaign to Protect Rural England Kent Sandyhurst Lane Residents’ Association 

Carers Support Smiths Medical International Ltd 

Challock Parish Council South East Water 

Champneys at Eastwell Manor Southern Water 

Cllr Charlie Simkins, Ashford Rural West Stagecoach South East 

Cllr Clair Bell, Ashford Rural East The Flying Horse Inn 

Cllr Gerry Clarkson, Charing Ward The Highways Agency 

Cllr Larry Krause, Downs West Ward The Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership 

Cllr Nathan Iliffe, Kennington Ward The Pheasant 

Cllr Noel Ovenden, Wye Ward  Thomas Bates & Sons 

Cllr Simon Howard-Smith, Bockhanger Ward Towers School and Sixth Form Centre 

Cllr Stephen Dehnel, Downs North Ward Towers Tiny Tots Pre-school 

Cllr Winston Michael, Boughton Aluph and Eastwell 
Ward 

Trustees of Sandyacres Sports and Social Club 

Crundale Parish Council UK Power Network 

Delmergate Pharmacy Verifone Services UK & Ireland Ltd 

East Kent Mencap Weald of Kent Protection Society 

EDF Energy Networks Westwell Parish Council 

Environment Agency, William Harvey Hospital 

Eureka Entertainment (owned and managed by 
Landsec) 

Wye with Hinxhill Parish Council 
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Appendix 3 

Text of letter/email sent to statutory bodies and other interested parties regarding Regulation 14 

Consultation 

  
Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Parish Council 

Touchwood 

Boughton Lees 

Ashford 

Kent TN25 4HY 

STATUTORY CONSULTEES 

 

Dear [Name or if not available Consultee], 

 

Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parishes Neighbourhood Plan – Pre-Submission Consultation 

 

Boughton and Eastwell Parish Council has been working with residents to develop a Neighbourhood 

Plan for our parishes.  

 

The project has entered an important phase of its development. We have brought together the 

feedback from our community engagement sessions and our household survey with the evidence 

gathered by our volunteers, into a draft Plan on which we are inviting views. 

 

As part of the requirements of the Localism Act 2011 and Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood 

Planning (General) Regulations 2012, the Parish Council is undertaking a six week consultation on 

the draft Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Parishes Neighbourhood Plan. As one of bodies that we are 

required to consult, we are hereby seeking your views on our draft Plan.  

 

A copy of the draft Neighbourhood Plan can be viewed or downloaded at www.parishplan.uk.  A 

hard copy can be provided on request.   

 

We must receive your comments by 19 May so that we can take them into account and make any 

necessary changes to the Plan before moving on to the final stage of drafting. Representations can 

made online at www.parishplan.uk.  Alternatively, please write to Rachel Girt, Parish Clerk at 

boughtoneastwellclerk@gmail.com or by post at the address above. All consultation responses will 

be published on the Parish Council’s website. 

 

 

Mrs Rachel Girt 

Clerk, Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parish Council 

http://www.parishplan.uk/
mailto:boughtoneastwellclerk@gmail.com
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Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Parish Council 

Touchwood 

Boughton Lees 

Ashford 

Kent TN25 4HY 

NON-STATUTORY CONSULTEES 

 

Dear [Name or if not available Consultee], 

 

Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parishes Neighbourhood Plan – Consultation 

 

Boughton and Eastwell Parish Council has been working with residents on a Neighbourhood Plan for 

our parishes. If passed at local referendum it will be adopted by Ashford Borough Council as the Plan 

which must be used in law to determine planning applications in our parishes. 

 

The project has entered an important phase of its development. We have brought together the 

feedback provided at community engagement sessions and our household survey and the evidence 

gathered by our volunteers, into a draft Plan on which we are inviting views.  

 

As part of the requirements of the Localism Act 2011 and Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood 

Planning (General) Regulations 2012, the Parish Council is undertaking a 6 week public consultation 

on the draft Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

As a [local landowner/local employer/local business/charity working in our area/etc], the Parish 

Council would welcome your feedback on the draft Plan and the proposals for the future of our 

parishes. [In particular….] [We are keen to hear your views on the draft Plan so that it can strongly 

represent local views.] 

 

[A copy of the Plan can be viewed on our website at www.parishplan.uk. The Parish Council will be 

holding three community exhibitions about the draft Plan on the following dates: 

 

Saturday 13 April, 10.00am to 1.00pm at Sandyacres, Sandyhurst Lane 

Saturday 27 April, 10.00am to 1.00pm at Goat Lees Primary School 

Saturday 4 May, 10.00am to 1.00pm at the Iron Room, Boughton Lees] 

 

We must receive your comments by 19 May so that we can take them into account and make any 

necessary changes to the Plan before moving on to the final stage of drafting. Representations can 

made online at www.parishplan.uk.  Alternatively, please write to Rachel Girt, Parish Clerk at 

boughtoneastwellclerk@gmail.com or by post to the address above. All consultation responses will 

be published on the Parish Council’s website. 

http://www.parishplan.uk/
http://www.parishplan.uk/
mailto:boughtoneastwellclerk@gmail.com
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Mrs Rachel Girt 

Clerk, Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parish Council 
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Appendix 4 

Regulation 14 Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parishes Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tell us your views on the Draft Boughton Aluph & 

Eastwell Parishes Neighbourhood Plan 
 

 

The Parish Council would really welcome your views on the Draft Boughton Aluph and 

Eastwell Parishes Neighbourhood Plan which has been produced following earlier 

public engagement. 

 

The Parish Council is undertaking a 6 week Pre-Submission Consultation on the Draft 

Neighbourhood Plan. Consultation closes on 19 May 2019. 

 

You will need to have read the Draft Neighbourhood Plan or summary in order to 

complete the survey. Both are available at our planned community exhibitions or 

online at www.parishplan.uk. You can also complete this questionnaire online. 

 

The Parish Council will carefully consider and respond to all comments received and 

where appropriate will amend the Neighbourhood Plan in the light of them. The 

amended Plan will be subject to a further public consultation. 

 

The Draft Plan has been shaped by the views of residents and brings together the 

results of our community engagement sessions, household survey and evidence 

gathered by our volunteer Steering Group. This is available on our website. 

 

A Neighbourhood Plan has to be written on the understanding that suitable 

development will be supported. It can only deal with planning policies for the use and 

development of land. It cannot directly address issues which are not related to the 

development of land such as traffic calming, potholes and litter.  

 

For further background on Neighbourhood Planning, please visit www.parishplan.uk. 

 

http://www.parishplan.uk/
http://www.parishplan.uk/


21 
 

 

Your details 
 
Please note we cannot accept responses that are anonymous. All comments will be made 

public. 

 

Please complete this questionnaire clearly using BLOCK CAPITALS. 

First name  

Last name  

Job title  

Organisation  

House name or number  

Street   

Town  

Postcode  

Email address  

 

Vision for the Neighbourhood Plan 
 

Our vision is for Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Parishes to retain its distinctive rural 

character at the urban edge of Ashford, surrounding the village of Boughton Lees 

and within the hamlets of Boughton Aluph, Eastwell and Kempe’s Corner by carefully 

integrating the Eureka Park expansion of Ashford into the local landscape and 

successfully interweaving high quality new development into the Goat Lees area of 

Ashford and the historic fabric of Boughton Lees. The Parishes will continue to be 

served by enhanced key local services and public open space. 

 

 

What are your views on the overall Vision for the Neighbourhood Plan?  

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  
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If you disagree with the Vision in any way, please tell us how you think it should be changed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objectives for the Neighbourhood Plan 

 
 

What are your views on the objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan? 

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Environment 

• To protect the character of the landscape and conserve and enhance the natural 

beauty of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty which provides the setting for 

houses at Goat Lees, the village of Boughton Lees and hamlets of Boughton 

Aluph and Kempe’s Corner. 

• To conserve and enhance the heritage of our parishes, including the Boughton 

Lees Conservation Area. 

• To protect Local Green Spaces within the built up areas of the parishes. 

• To protect distinctive, locally valued views. 

• To ensure high quality design in all forms of development which responds to the 

distinctive landscape, heritage and character of the parishes. 

 

Housing & Business 

• To assimilate development of a scale which protects the character of the 

landscape and conserves and enhances the natural beauty of the Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty whilst ensuring sufficient infrastructure and local 

services to serve the needs of parish residents, including new provision in 

association with new development. 

• To ensure that future development at Eureka Park maintains the parkland setting 

and successfully integrates business and residential development. 

• To ensure sufficient infrastructure and local services are provided to serve the 

needs of parish residents, including new provision in association with new 

development. 

 

Leisure & Well-being 

• To promote well-being and healthy living. 

• To protect and enhance recreation open space and community halls. 

• To protect and, where possible, to grow the network of footpaths and cycle paths 

serving the parishes. 
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Strongly disagree  

 

If you disagree with the Objectives in any way, please tell us how you think they should be 

changed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy BAE NP1 - Design of New Development and 
Conservation  

 

New development in accordance with the Neighbourhood Plan will be permitted where it:  

a) Is designed to a high quality which responds to the heritage and distinctive 

characteristics of the individual area in which it is located within the south west of the 

Parishes (including Goat Lees) and Boughton Lees, as defined in Character Areas 

Assessment (Appendix 1), by way of:  

• height, form, layout, orientation, materials, fenestration and boundary treatment;  

• the scale, design and materials of the public realm (highways, footways, open space 

and landscape);  

b) Protects and enhances heritage assets and their setting including Buildings of Note 

identified in the Character Areas Assessment (Appendix 1 to the Plan);  

c) Protects and sensitively incorporates landscape features such as trees, hedges and 

ponds within the site; and 

d) Is well integrated into the landscape. 

 

 

What are your views on Policy BAE NP1? 

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you disagree with the policy in any way, please tell us how you think it should be changed. 
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Policy BAE NP2 – Protection of Local Green Space  
 

Proposals for development on land designated Local Green Space will not be permitted 

except in very special circumstances where it can clearly be demonstrated that the 

development would not be inappropriate and would not be in conflict with retaining the open 

green character of the designated space. 

 

 

What are your views on protecting each of the Local Green Spaces? 

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

 Strongly 
agree 

 

Agree 
 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Disagree 
 

Strongly 
disagree 

Village Green, Boughton Lees 
     

All Saints Churchyard, Boughton Aluph 
     

St Mary the Virgin Churchyard, Eastwell 
     

Green space in front of Eastwell Towers  
     

Goat Lees children’s play area & 
amenity space, Trinity Road 

     

Informal recreational area, Guernsey 
Way 

     

Green space at junction of Trinity Road 
& Jersey Close/Friesian Way 

     

 

Are there any other public open spaces within the built up areas of Goat Lees or Boughton 

Lees or which provide the setting for listed buildings or other heritage assets which should 

be designated as a Local Green Space? Please describe the location your proposed Local 

Green Space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are your views on Policy BAE NP2? 

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  
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If you disagree with the policy in any way, please tell us how you think it should be changed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy BAE NP3 - Development in the Countryside  
 

The growth of Ashford will be facilitated by the development of Eureka Park. Specific further 

growth within the countryside is not planned during the Plan period.  

 

Outside of the built-up confines of Boughton Lees, priority will be given to protecting and 

enhancing the countryside from inappropriate development.  

 

A proposal for development within the countryside will only be permitted where:  

• it would conserve and enhance the landscape and scenic beauty of the Kent Downs 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and its setting as well as the tranquillity of the 

countryside and would have regard to the Kent Downs AONB Management Plan;  

• it would retain the landscape character of, and not have a detrimental impact on, the 

area of Eastwell Farmlands valued landscape;  

• it would retain and enhance the landscape character of Eastwell Park Historic Park 

and Garden of Kent;  

• it would maintain the distinctive views of the surrounding countryside from public 

vantage points within, and adjacent to, the built-up confines, in particular those designated 

as Important Public Views; and  

• it would protect and, where possible, enhance ancient woodland.   

 

What are your views on retaining the landscape character of, and proposals not having a 

detrimental impact on, the area of Eastwell Farmlands valued landscape? 

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  

 

What is your view on the proposed Important Public Views shown in the Neighbourhood 

Plan?  

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  
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Are there any other Important Public Views from the built up areas of Goat Lees or Boughton 

Lees which should be included in the Neighbourhood Plan? Please describe the location of 

your proposed Important Public View. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are your views on Policy BAE NP3? 

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  

 

If you disagree with the policy in any way, please tell us how you think it should be changed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy BAE NP4 - Eureka Park Development Principles  
 

The following development principles should be incorporated into the Eureka Park 

development within Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Parishes: 

  

1. The comprehensive landscaping and open space strategy should be based on two 

principal interconnected landscape/ wildlife/ footpath/ cycleway corridors: - north-south 

centred on the existing lake, and - east-west centred on Footpath AE210; 

2. A new landscape/ wildlife/ footpath/ cycleway corridor should link Eureka Park to 

Sandyhurst Lane/Sandyacres Sports and Recreation Hub; 

3. The design and layout of buildings should continue to allow a view of the North 

Downs skyline looking north towards Westwell from the entrance to public footpath AE210 

where it joins the west side of Trinity Road in Goat Lees (opposite Eureka Place); 

4. Low rise development should be situated around the lake with extensive landscape 

edges between development and the lake; and 

5. Traffic calming measures should be provided on local roads. 
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What are your views on Policy BAE NP4? 

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  

 

If you disagree with the policy in any way, please tell us how you think it should be changed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy BAE NP5 – Small scale residential development within 
the built-up confines of Boughton Lees  

 

Small scale residential development such as infilling; redevelopment, conversion or 

extension will be permitted within the built-up confines of Boughton Lees providing there 

would be no conflict with Neighbourhood Plan Policies: 

• BAE NP 1 Design of New Development and Conservation 

• BAE NP 2 Local Green Space 

• BAE NP 3 Development in the Countryside 

• BAE NP 7 Public Houses 

• BAE NP 10 Retention of Community Buildings 

 

 

What are your views on the proposed built up confines of Boughton Lees? 

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  

 

If you disagree with the built up confines in any way, please tell us how you think it should be 

changed.  

 

 

 

 

 

What are your views on Policy BAE NP5? 
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Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  

 

If you disagree with the policy in any way, please tell us how you think it should be changed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy BAE NP6 – Eureka Place Local Centre  
 

Within the Eureka Place Local Centre:  

a) Extensions to existing shops and service units (Use Classes A and D) will be permitted.  

b) A range of shops (Use Class A1), services (including Use Classes A2, A3, A4, A5 and 

D1) and convenient car and cycle parking will be maintained.  

 

Land adjoining Eureka Park (shown in yellow on the map) will be reserved for additional 

local shopping and service provision (Use Classes A and D) subject to the scale being suited 

to the Local Centre. There may be the opportunity for residential units above retail or service 

units and ground floors should be designed with large flexible spaces. 

 

What is your view about safeguarding the empty land next to Eureka Park for additional local 

shopping and service provision provided it would be of a scale suited to the Local Centre? 

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  

 

What are your views on Policy BAE NP6? 

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  

If you disagree with the policy in any way, please tell us how you think it should be changed.  
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Policy BAE NP7 – Retention of Public Houses  
 

The loss of a public house will be resisted where possible. Exceptions will be made where 

evidence is provided to the Council to show that the operation of the facility is no longer 

financially viable and where there are no other realistic proposals for a public house use on 

the site, including through Community Right to Buy. 

 

 

What are your views on Policy BAE NP7? 

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  

 

If you disagree with the policy in any way, please tell us how you think it should be changed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Policy BAE NP8 - Recreation and Leisure Open Space  
 

Recreation and Leisure Open Space at Sandyacres Sports and Social, Sandyhurst Lane and 

Goat Lees Youth Play Space, Trinity Road will be retained and, where appropriate, 

enhanced. Development may exceptionally be allowed where replacement provision is made 

of at least equivalent value to the local community in terms of quantity, quality and location. 

Existing public rights of way will be protected and enhanced. 

 

 

What are your views on Policy BAE NP8? 
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Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  

 

If you disagree with the policy in any way, please tell us how you think it should be changed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy BAE NP9 - Sandyacres Sport and Recreational Hub  
 

Proposals to enhance and expand the Sandyacres Sport and Recreational Hub to provide 

improved and additional sports pitches/courts and children’s play area will be supported 

subject to the expansion of the pitch area ensuring the protection and enhancement of 

existing biodiversity networks. Proposals which undermine the ability of the Sandyacres Hub 

to expand to secure additional pitch provision will not be supported. 

 

What are your views on Policy BAE NP9? 

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  

 

If you disagree with the policy in any way, please tell us how you think it should be changed.  
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Policy BAE NP10 - Retention of Community Buildings  
 

The loss of existing community buildings will be resisted unless it can be demonstrated that 

demand within the locality for the facility no longer exists or that suitable alternative provision 

is made elsewhere. 

 

What are your views on Policy BAE NP10? 

 

Please choose one of the following answers: 

Strongly agree  

Agree  

Neither agree nor disagree  

Disagree  

Strongly disagree  

 

If you disagree with the policy in any way, please tell us how you think it should be changed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any general comments on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan, please add them here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete our questionnaire.  

Please hand in your completed questionnaire before you leave or post to Parish Clerk, 

Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parish Council, Touchwood, Boughton Lees, Ashford, Kent 

TN25 4HY. You can also fill in the questionnaire at www.parishplan.uk. Consultation 

closes 19 May 2019.  

 

http://www.parishplan.uk/


33 
 

If you have any difficulty in completing the questionnaire, would like help to fill it in or if you 

need the questionnaire to be in a larger print, please contact the Parish Clerk by email at  

boughtoneastwellclerk@gmail.com or call 07419 740559. 

 

 

mailto:boughtoneastwellclerk@gmail.com
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Appendix 5 

 

Schedule of Comments made on the Regulation 14 Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parishes 

Neighbourhood Plan and Parish Council Responses 

 

 

(see separate schedule) 
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