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1. Non-technical Summary and Screening Determination

Introduction
1.1 This report focuses on the screening of the Boughton Aluph & Eastwell
Neighbourhood Plan against the need for a Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) and Habitat Regulation Assessment (HRA).
What is an SEA?
1.2 A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is required under European
legislation for all plans which may have a significant effect on the environment.
This particularly relates to plans which allocate development sites, including Local
Plans and Neighbourhood Plans. An SEA is a mechanism for considering and
communicating the likely significant effects of a draft Plan, and reasonable
alternatives, with a view to avoiding and mitigating negative environmental effects
and maximising the positives.
1.3 The purpose of SEA is to provide a high level of protection of the environment and
to integrate environmental issues into the preparation and adoption of plans with
a view to promoting sustainable development.
1.4 Not every plan needs an SEA. To determine whether the neighbourhood plan
requires an SEA it is necessary to screen the objectives and proposals of the plan
to determine whether it is likely to result in significant environmental effects. This
can either be the local authority or the qualifying body (i.e. parish/town council or
neighbourhood forum). As part of this screening process it will be necessary to
consult the SEA consultation bodies (Historic England, Natural England and the
Environment Agency) to get their opinion on whether or not the plan is likely to
result in significant environmental effects and therefore whether an SEA is
required.
1.5 One of the basic conditions (condition ‘f’) for a neighbourhood plan is that it does
not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU obligations. To meet this
condition with regard to strategic environmental assessment (SEA), a
neighbourhood planning group needs to have either a statement of reasons as to
why SEA is not required, or, where an SEA is deemed necessary, an
environmental report (and non-technical summary) which documents the findings
of the SEA.
1.6 A neighbourhood plan should be screened as soon as there is sufficient
information available to consider whether the proposed content of the plan or its
3
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likely intent (e.g. will it allocate development sites or not) are likely to lead to
significant effects.
1.7 There are two potential outcomes to this screening: either the plan is not likely to
result in any significant environmental effects and an SEA is not required, or the
plan is deemed to be likely to result in significant environmental effects and that
SEA (scoping report and full report) is required.
What is HRA?
1.8 A Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is a process which looks at the
potential impact of proposals within a plan on internationally designated wildlife
sites. For the purpose of the HRA, internationally designated wildlife sites are
Special Protection Areas (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and
Ramsar wetland sites, which together are also known as ‘Natura 2000’ sites.
1.9 This initial screening stage of the HRA process involves consideration of the
reasons for designation and the conservation objectives of each internationally
designated wildlife site within a ‘reasonable’ distance of the particular
Neighbourhood Plan Area and the potential impact of the proposals within the draft
neighbourhood plan on these.
Relevant Ashford Borough Assessments
1.10 The screenings set out in this report are supported by the Appropriate
Assessments and screening/scoping exercises previously carried out for the
current adopted development plans; Ashford Borough Core Strategy 2008; the
Urban Sites and Infrastructure DPD 2012; the Tenterden and Rural Sites DPD
2010, and most recently HRA and SEA/SA work undertaken for the emerging
Local Plan 2030, which are published background documents. These most recent
reports are available here: http://www.ashford.gov.uk/local-plan-2030-evidencebase
January 2020 Update: The Ashford Local Plan 2030 was updated in February 2019.
This supersedes the Ashford Borough Core Strategy 2008; the Urban Sites and
Infrastructure DPD 2012; and the Tenterden and Rural Sites DPD 2010.

Consultation
1.11 This report details the screening process undertaken for the Boughton Aluph and
Eastwell Neighbourhood Plan against the requirements for an SEA and HRA to
be produced to accompany the pre-submission version of the Neighbourhood
Plan.
1.12 A copy of this report was sent to the three statutory consultees; Environment
Agency, Historic England and Natural England to obtain their views on its content
4
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between 1st November and 14th December 2018. Full copies of their responses
are included in Appendix 2 and summarised below:
1.13 Natural England – accept the conclusion that there are not likely to be significant
effects, based upon the current proposals.
Environment Agency – no comments
Historic England – SEA is not required in this instance for the reasons set out
at para 3.7.

Screening Determination
1.14 The screening report concludes that:




A full Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required to accompany
the pre-submission version of the Boughton Aluph and Eastwell
Neighbourhood Plan covering the requirements of the SEA Directive, for
the reasons set out in Section 3 of this report.
A Habitats Regulation Assessment is not required to accompany the presubmission version of the Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Neighbourhood
Plan, for the reasons set out in Section 4 of this report.

1.15 This formal screening report and determination has been issued to Boughton
Aluph and Eastwell Parish Council indicating the outcomes of the screening stage on
Thursday 20th December 2018.
1.16 At this stage of Neighbourhood Plan preparation the draft vision and objectives
and policy themes of the neighbourhood plan as outlined in Chapter 2 of this report
have been used to undertake this screening assessment. If the proposals in the
Neighbourhood Plan change in a significant manner, such as quantum or locations
of development, then an additional screening exercise may be required.
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2. The Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Neighbourhood Plan Context
2.1 Boughton Aluph & Eastwell are 2 combined Parishes in the Borough of Ashford,
Kent and both make up the designated neighbourhood area. The Parishes are
diverse as they are a mix between urban edge, rural settlements and countryside
but is only approximately 2.5 miles from the Town Centre. The NP area includes
the urban residential area of Goat Lees, the Eureka business park, the small
village of Boughton Lees and the hamlets of Kempe’s Corner, Boughton Corner
and Boughton Aluph. The NP area also contains Eastwell Park – the home of
Eastwell Manor Hotel, which is also within the Kent Downs AONB, along with the
northern part areas of the parish.
2.2 The area has good access to transport links, and is in close proximity to Junction
9 of the M20, and a main highway route (A251), Faversham Road, which leads
onto the A2042 and subsequently into the centre of Ashford town within 10
minutes. The A251 connects the Parish to the M2 to the north and the M20 to the
south, resulting in Boughton Aluph & Eastwell being accessible from a number of
main highways. Depending on your location within the Parish, the train station at
Wye and the Ashford International are relatively equidistant.
2.3 The Boughton Aluph & Eastwell NP project is led by a Steering Group which
includes a small group of volunteers and is overseen by the Parish Council. The
Steering Group first outlined a proposal for a Neighbourhood Plan for their village
in early 2014. The Parish Council formerly requested that Ashford Borough
Council designate the administrative area of Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parish
Council as a Neighbourhood Area in March 2014. Following a period of 6 weeks
public consultation, Ashford Borough Council approved the designation of the
Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Neighbourhood Area on the 2nd June 2014. The Parish
Council were informed that the strategic area of Eureka park (identified in the Core
Strategy 2008), would remain strategic and therefore would be planned for as part
of the emerging Local Plan 2030.
January 2020 update: The Local Plan 2030 was adopted in February 2019 and
contains a strategic policy for Eureka Park (Policy S20)
2.4 A draft structure and summary content document has been produced which sets
out the proposals for the Neighbourhood Plan, and forms the basis for this
screening assessment. The document sets out the following draft vision,
objectives and policy framework for the Boughton Aluph & Eastwell
Neighbourhood Plan.
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Figure 1: Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Neighbourhood Area Boundary
Vision
‘Our vision is for Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parish to retain its distinctive rural
character at the urban edge of Ashford, surrounding the village of Boughton Lees and
within the hamlets of Boughton Aluph and Kempes Corner by carefully integrating the
expansion of Ashford (the Policy S20 Eureka allocation) into the local landscape and
successfully interweaving high quality new development into the Goat Lees area of
Ashford and the historic fabric of Boughton Lees. The Parish will continue to be served
by enhanced key local services and public open space.’
January 2020 update: The vision has minor amendments in the Draft Regulation 15
version, as set out below:
‘Our vision is for Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parish to retain its distinctive rural
character at the urban edge of Ashford, surrounding the village of Boughton Lees and
within the hamlets of Boughton Aluph, Eastwell and Kempe’s Corner by carefully
integrating the Eureka Park expansion of Ashford into the local landscape (including
the setting of the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) and successfully
interweaving high quality new development into the Goat Lees area of Ashford and
the historic fabric of Boughton Lees. The Parishes will continue to be served by
enhanced key local services and public open space’.
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Broad Planning Approach/Strategy








Managed expansion of high quality development at the edge of Ashford with
sufficient physical, social and green infrastructure to serve the new
development
Provide affordable housing via emerging Local Plan policies within the Eureka
development or an exception site at the edge of Boughton Lees if housing
need can be demonstrated in the village and hamlets
Protecting the landscape character of the countryside at the edge of Ashford
and surrounding Boughton Lees including the highly valued AONB
countryside, Eastwell Park, ancient woodland and public footpaths and
bridleways
Protecting key community assets such as open space, the Eureka
Neighbourhood Centre and community buildings

Environment
Objectives
 To protect the character of the landscape and conserve and enhance the
natural beauty of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty which provides the
setting for houses at Goat Lees, the village of Boughton Lees and hamlets of
Boughton Aluph and Kempes Corner.
 To conserve and enhance the heritage of our parish, including the Boughton
Lees Conservation Area.
 To protect Local Green Spaces within the built up areas of the parish.
 To protect distinctive, locally valued views.
 To ensure high quality design in all forms of development which responds to
the distinctive landscape, heritage and character of the parish.
January 2020 update: Objective 1 has been amended to include the phrasing
“hamlets of Boughton Aluph, Eastwell and Kempe’s Corner”.
Environment Policies:
The landscape character of the rural area will be derived from the Ashford Landscape
Character Study, 2005 and the Ashford Landscape Character Study, 2009 – noting
the importance of agriculture in maintaining the rural character of the parish. A
Character Area Assessment is to be appended to the Neighbourhood Plan identifying
distinct character areas their key characteristics within the built up areas of Boughton
Lees and that part of Ashford within the Parish. The evidence base will support the
designation of Local Green Spaces and Important Views.
Policy BAE NP1 Design of new development and conservation policy which seeks to
ensure new development responds to the distinctive character of the identified
character areas; including the Boughton Lees Conservation Areas
January 2020 update: This policy now lists specific buildings of note.
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Policy BAE NP2 Protection of the important Local Green Spaces within the Ashford
urban area; Boughton Lees and identified spaces providing the setting of listed
buildings
Policy BAE NP3 Protection of the countryside (landscape character and AONB);
Eastwell Park Historic Park and Garden; gaps between hamlets; ancient woodland
and important views)
January 2020 update: New Policy BAE NP4 introduced. Policy is the protection of the
periphery of the Boughton Lees built-up confines.
Housing
Objectives
 To assimilate development of a scale which protects the character of the
landscape and conserves and enhances the natural beauty of the Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty whilst ensuring sufficient infrastructure and local
services to serve the needs of parish residents, including new provision in
association with new development.
 To ensure that future development at Eureka Park maintains the parkland
setting and successfully integrates business and residential development.
 To enable local people to stay in or return to the parish by ensuring a supply
and mix of housing which meets local need, including smaller homes and
affordable housing.
January 2020 update: Objective 1 has been updated to include the phrasing:
To assimilate development of a scale which protects the character of the
landscape; conserves and enhances the natural beauty of the Kent Downs Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty and its setting whilst ensuring sufficient
infrastructure and local services to serve the needs of parish residents,
including new provision in association with new development.
Housing/ Business Policies
In relation to allocations, the Neighbourhood Plan will clearly be in conformity with the
strategic Policy S20 in the emerging Local Plan. No additional housing or business
site allocations will be included in the Neighbourhood Plan. In terms of affordable
housing provision within the Parish, the Neighbourhood Plan will cross reference ABC
affordable homes policies concerning provision within Eureka and exceptions policy
at the edge of Boughton Lees provided housing need can be demonstrated in the
village and hamlets. The Neighbourhood Plan will be in conformity with the Policy
EMP10 - Local and Village Centres of the emerging Local Plan – and will define the
Eureka Place Local Centre.
January 2020 update: The Local Plan 2030 is now adopted.
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Policy BAE NP4 The Neighbourhood Plan will add further detailed policy guidance
for the development of the extensive Eureka Park development within the Parish as
follows:










development to have unique and distinctive character in tune with landscape.
development to complement topography.
development to include central linear park, a multi-purpose informal green
space running across the site.
East/West link maintained between Eureka Place and Sandyhurst Lane.
new development to make a positive contribution to biodiversity by creating or
reinforcing habitat linkages between designated sites, in order to achieve a
connected local network of wildlife corridors and green infrastructure.
restriction to two storey buildings close to Goat Lees residential area.
low rise development around the lake with soft edge between development and
lake.
traffic calming measures where justified

January 2020 update: This policy has been re-numbered “Policy BAE NP5”.
Policy BAE NP5 Infill development within Boughton Lees village envelope subject to
protecting residential amenity and design policies in Environment section (NB
redevelopment of garages to houses)
January 2020 update: This policy has been re-numbered “Policy BAE NP6”.
Policy BAE NP6 Retention of a mix of retail (Use Class A1); food and drink Use Class
A3 and A4) and community services (Use Class D1) within Eureka Place Local Centre.
January 2020 update: This Policy has been re-numbered “Policy BAE NP7”
Policy BAE NP7 Public house protection within Eureka Place Neighbourhood Centre
and at Boughton Lees.
January 2020 update: This policy has been re-numbered “Policy BAE NP8”.

Leisure and Wellbeing
Objectives
 To promote well-being and healthy living.
 To protect and enhance recreation open space and community halls.
To protect and, where possible, to grow the network of footpaths and cycle paths
serving the parish.
January 2020 update: This section is now referred to as “Leisure, Wellbeing and
Infrastructure”. Two new objectives have also been introduced:
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To protect and, where possible, to grow the network of footpaths and cycle
paths serving the Parishes.
To ensure provision of the necessary social, physical and green infrastructure
needed to support proposed development.

Leisure and Wellbeing Policies
The Neighbourhood Plan will define existing recreation areas and children’s play
areas as well as existing community halls. The Neighbourhood Plan will conform with
Policy COM1 - Meeting the Community's Needs and Policy COM2 - Recreation,
Sport, Play and Open Spaces.
Policy BAE NP8 Protection of recreation open spaces (and enhancement of tennis
court) and children’s play areas unless replacement provision of at least equivalent
value to the local community is provided.
Policy BAE NP9 Support for Sandyacres recreation hub and additional sports pitches
to serve the additional requirement for recreation open space from development within
the Parish subject to protection and extension of biodiversity networks.
January 2020 update: Both Policies NP8 and NP9 have been deleted and merged with
BAE NP2
Policy BAE NP10 Protection of extensive network of footpaths and bridleways.
January 2020 update: Now renamed Policy BAE NP9 - Protection and enhancement
of existing Public Rights of Way.
Policy BAE NP11 Protection of community buildings (Goat Lees Community Hall;
Sandyacres Sports and Social Club and Iron Room, Boughton Lees).
January 2020 update: Policy renumbered as BAE NP10
Policy BAE NP12 Reserve land adjoining Eureka Place for expansion of Local Centre
with priority to development for Use Classes A1 and D classes. (Map 3 – Appendix 1)
January 2020 update: Policy merged with Policy BAE NP7
January 2020 update: New Policy BAE NP11 Securing Infrastructure. Policy for
infrastructure provided by developer contributions, for sustainable transport measures,
traffic mitigation on Sandyhurst Lane and access to A251 and A20, and enhancement
of Sandyacres Sport and Recreational Open Space.
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3. Boughton Aluph & Eastwell SEA Screening Assessment
3.1 The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessments and Sustainability Appraisal
legislation is European Directive 2001/42/EC and was transposed into English law
by the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004,
or SEA Regulations. Detailed Guidance of these regulations can be found in the
Government publication “A Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental
Assessment Directive‟ (ODPM 2005).
3.2 To establish if a plan needs to be accompanied by a full SEA, a “screening”
assessment is required against a series of criteria set out in the SEA Directive. A
Practical Guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive 1 sets out in
a diagrammatic form the process for screening the Plan against a series of criteria
(Appendix 3).
3.3 This screening assessment for SEA is set out in Tables 1 and 2 below, and follows
the step by step process set out in the practical guidance (Appendix 3).
Screening Assessment
Table 1: Utilising the step-by-step guide in relation to the Boughton Aluph &
Eastwell Neighbourhood Plan.
Screening Stages
1. Is the PP subject to
preparation and/or adoption by a
national, regional or local
authority OR prepared by an
authority for adoption through a
legislative procedure by
Parliament or Government? (Art.
2(a))

2. Is the PP required by
legislative, regulatory or
administrative provisions? (Art.
2(a))

1

Answer Reasons
The preparation of and adoption of
the NP is allowed under The Town
and Country Planning Act 1990 as
amended by the Localism Act 2011.

Yes

Yes

The preparation of the NP is subject
to the following regulations: The
Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012 and The
Neighbourhood Planning
(referendums) Regulations 2012
Move to question 2.
Whilst the provision of a
Neighbourhood Plan is optional, it
will form part of the Development
Plan for the Ashford Borough. It is
therefore important that the
screening process considers
whether it is likely to have significant
environmental effects and hence

ODPM September (2005) ‘Practical guidance on applying European Directive 2001/42/EC’
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Screening Stages

Answer Reasons
whether SEA is required under the
Directive.

3. Is the PP prepared for
agriculture, forestry, fisheries,
energy, industry, transport, waste
management, water
management,
telecommunications, tourism,
Yes
town and country planning or
land use, AND does it set a
framework for future
development consent of projects
in Annexes I and II to the EIA
Directive? (Art. 3.2(a))
4. Will the PP, in view of its likely
effect on sites, require an
assessment under Article 6 or 7
No
of the Habitats Directive? (Art.
3.2(b))
5. Does the PP determine the
use of small areas at local level,
OR is it a minor modification of a
PP subject to Art. 3.2? (Art. 3.3)
Yes

Move to question 3.
The Neighbourhood plan, once
adopted would form part of a
development plan under the town
and country planning or land use,
AND would set a framework for
future development consent of
projects
Move to question 4

See HRA screening assessment at
Part 5

The NP does not allocate any sites.
The NP currently proposes particular
uses of a small area of land within a
strategic development site allocated
in the emerging Ashford Local Plan
2030.
Move to question 8.

6. Does the PP set the
framework for future
development consent of projects N/A
(not just projects in Annexes to
the EIA Directive)? (Art. 3.4)
7. Is the PP’s sole purpose to
serve national defence or civil
emergency, OR is it a financial or
budget PP, OR is it co-financed
N/A
by structural funds or EAGGF
programmes 2000 to 2006/7?
(Art. 3.8, 3.9)
8. Is it likely to have a significant
effect on the environment? (Art.
3.5)*
No

See SEA Screening Assessment at
Part 4 which concludes that there will
not be a significant effect on the
environment as a result of the
proposals in the NP.
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January 2020 update: In row 5 of the table, the reference is to the “emerging” Local
Plan, which has now been adopted. It has no impact on the outcome of the table.
3.4 At this stage of Neighbourhood Plan preparation the draft vision and objectives
and policy themes of the neighbourhood plan as outlined in Chapter 2 of this
report have been used to undertake this screening assessment.
3.5 If it is found that the information used to undertake this screening report is
changed in a significant manner as the Neighbourhood Plan progresses, such as
quantum or locations of development, then an additional screening exercise may
be required.
3.6 This part of the report is to deal specifically with Question 8 of the SEA Directive
guidance (Table 1 above). The criteria for this assessment is taken from Article
3.5 of the SEA Directive.
Table 2: Assessment of likelihood of significant environmental effect for
Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Neighbourhood Plan against Art 3.5 criteria
SEA Requirement

Assessment

The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular,
to:
The degree to which the
plan or programme sets a
framework for projects
and other activities, either
with regard to the
location, nature, size and
operating conditions or by
allocating resources;

The Neighbourhood Plan (NP) sits within the wider
framework of the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF); Core Strategy; Tenterden and Sites DPD;
‘saved’ Local Plan policies; together with the emerging
Local Plan policies. The Plan covers a relatively small
geographic area. The NP proposes to cover detailed
localised issues in relation to a specific development
site allocated for development in the emerging Ashford
Local Plan 2030. The Plan does not propose to allocate
any additional development sites. Consequently the
projects for which this NP helps to set a framework are
localised in nature. The NP proposes policies to protect
and enhance the environment. Overall, the likelihood
of significant effects on the environment is therefore
minimised.

The degree to which the
plan or programme
influences other plans and
programmes including
those in a hierarchy;

The NP must take into account the National Planning
Policy Framework and the plan should be in general
conformity with the Council’s adopted strategic Local
Plan policies. In addition, the NP is prepared in the
context of the emerging Local Plan and supporting
evidence. Given the timing of the Neighbourhood Plan
production it is proposed for it to come forward
following the adoption of the emerging Ashford Local
Plan 2030, and therefore to be in general conformity
14
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SEA Requirement

The relevance of the plan
or programme for the
integration of
environmental
considerations in
particular with a view to
promoting sustainable
development;

Assessment
with the policies in that Plan. A Neighbourhood Plan
does not influence other plans.
A NP is required to contribute to the achievement of
sustainable development and therefore the likelihood
of significant effects on the environment is minimised.
The Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Neighbourhood Plan
contains a number of draft objectives which seek to
promote sustainable development, in particular in
relation to protecting the environment. These
objectives influence the plan’s proposed policies for
protection of the distinctive character of the identified
character areas including protection of the
countryside, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB), heritage assets including the Boughton Lees
Conservation Area, protection of open space along
with other key community assets such as Eureka
Neighbourhood Centre and community buildings. In
this way, the NP has integrated environmental
considerations with a view to promoting sustainable
development.

Environmental problems
relevant to the plan or
programme; and

The plan proposes to include policies covering
environmental issues in relation to Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, heritage, Local Green
Spaces, locally valued views, and high quality design.
No specific environmental problems have been
identified. The plan aims to protect and enhance these
environmental designations. The environmental impact
of the proposals within the Neighbourhood Plan is likely
to be minimal due to the scale of development
proposed.

The relevance of the plan
or programme for the
implementation of
Community legislation on
the environment (for
example, plans and
programmes linked to
waste management or
water protection).

The NP has to be in conformity with the strategic
policies of the adopted Local Plan and National Policy.
The Local Plan has had regard to European
Community legislation on the environment and
therefore this legislation will not be relevant for the
Neighbourhood Plan.

Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having
regard, in particular, to:
The probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility
of the effects;

The NP will contain a number of policies which seek
to protect and enhance the environment and secure
the retention and enhancement of local employment;
services and facilities. The plan does not seek to
15
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SEA Requirement

The cumulative nature of
the effects;

The transboundary nature
of the effects;
The risks to human health
or the environment (for
example, due to
accidents);

Assessment
allocate land for development which has not already
been proposed within the emerging Ashford Local
Plan 2030. The Neighbourhood Plan is therefore not
likely to result in significant negative environmental
effects.
The NP does not propose any development which is
likely to result in any cumulative effects. The NP
proposes policies which seek to further protect and
enhance the environment. The emerging Local Plan
2030 has also been subject to full Sustainability
Appraisal, which addresses cumulative matters in more
detail.
Boughton Aluph & Eastwell borders borders
Godmersham, Wye, Challock and Westwell. There
will be no adjoining effects on those parishes.
No risks to human health have been identified nor have
risks to the environment. The policies within the Plan
seek to protect and enhance the environment.

The magnitude and
spatial extent of the
effects (geographical area
and size of the population
likely to be affected);

The geographic area and population of the area the
plan covers are relatively small.

The value and
vulnerability of the area
likely to
be affected due to ‐
(i) special natural
characteristics or cultural
heritage;
(ii) exceeded
environmental quality
standards or limit values;
or
(iii) intensive land‐use;
and

The parish contains the following designations:
Heritage (See Map 1, Appendix 1) and Environmental
(See Map 2, Appendix 1)
 Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (Kent
Downs AONB)
 A number of Listed buildings such as Eastwell
Manor
 A conservation Area; Boughton Lees
 Areas known to be of archaeological interest
and areas with archaeological potential.
 Areas of Flood Zone 2 are located to the north
of Boughton Lees and south of Eastwell
settlements.
 Ancient Woodland and group TPOs
 Local Wildlife Site (Tile Lodge Wood)
The NP does not propose to allocate any sites for
development. The development of sites referred to in
proposed NP policies NP6, 7 and 12, relate to a site
which is proposed to be allocated in the emerging
Ashford Local Plan 2030 (S20 – Eureka). A full SEA
has been carried out for this site within Ashford
16
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SEA Requirement

Assessment
Borough Council’s Sustainability Appraisal and
Strategic Envrionment Assessment- Regulation 19
version 2016. The NP does not propose any additional
development which has not already been assessed.
Policies in the NP propose to protect and enhance the
areas of the environment identified above and set out
additional considerations for development coming
forward under emerging Policy S20 of Ashford Local
Plan 2030, providing additional environmental
protection.
Overall the Plan will seek to achieve sustainable
development through the implementation of a number
of policies relating, in particular, to high quality design
appropriate to distinctive local characteristics;
protection and enhancement of heritage assets and
their setting (including Buildings of Note); protection
and sensitive incorporation of landscape features
such as trees, hedges and ponds within sites;
conservation and enhancement of the AONB and
ensuring integration of development into the
landscape.
The Neighbourhood Plan also offers an opportunity to
enhance the Natural Environment and the Heritage of
the area through the proposals and policies being
considered.
In addition, the neighbourhood plan area sits within
the broader development plan for the borough and is
at present covered by Core Strategy and Tenterden
and Rural Site environment Policies. Development
proposals coming forward would be required to be in
accordance with the all adopted policies, which
include:
 CS11 Biodiversity and Geological Conservation
 CS19 Development and Flood Risk
 CS20 Sustainable Drainage
 GP12 Protecting the countryside and managing
change
 EN9 Setting and entrances of towns and
villages
 EN10 Development on the edge of existing
settlements
 EN16 Development in conservation areas
 EN23 Sites of archaeological importance
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SEA Requirement

Assessment







EN28 Historic parks and gardens
EN30 Nature conservation sites
EN31 Important habitats
EN32 Important trees and woodland
Policy TRS17 - Landscape character & design
Policy TRS18 - Important Rural Features

The emerging draft Ashford Local Plan 2030 will
replace the policies above and includes the following
draft policies:
 ENV1 Biodiversity
 ENV3 Landscape Character and Design
 ENV5 Protecting important rural features
 ENV6 Flood Risk
 ENV9 Sustainable Drainage
 ENV13 Conservation and Enhancement of
Heritage Assets
 ENV14 Conservation Areas
 ENV15 Archaeology
The policies contained within the proposed Boughton
Lees & Eastwell NP, alongside those within the
Borough Council’s adopted Plan will ensure that any
development coming forward as windfall development
would not have a significant negative environmental
effect.

January 2020 update:
The Local Plan has been adopted, which updates all references to the “emerging”
Local Plan. This now supersedes the Core Strategy 2008 and Tenterden and Rural
Sites DPD.
In the table cell listing all designations, the updated policy numbers will change to “The
development of sites referred to in proposed NP policies NP5 and 7 …”.
The Core Strategy and Tenterden and Rural Sites DPD policies listed in the last cell
in the table are superseded by the policies listed from the Local Plan 2030.
SEA Screening Assessment Conclusion
3.7 The NP does not propose to allocate any additional sites for development, and
contains policies which would require any development coming forward to
protect and enhance the environment. The assessment finds that no significant
negative effects will occur as a result of the Boughton Aluph & Eastwell
18
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Neighbourhood Plan. It is therefore concluded that a full SEA is not required at
this time.
3.8 Once the Neighbourhood Plan is published if it is changed in a significant
manner a new SEA screening process may be undertaken to re-assess this
conclusion on whether a full SEA will be required
January 2020 update: The factual updates contained within this report are not
significant and they have had no effect on the outcome of the SEA Screening
Assessment of December 2018.
It is concluded that a revised SEA screening of the Boughton Aluph & Eastwell
Neighbourhood Plan is not required.
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4. Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening

4.1 The Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) refers to the appropriate
assessment required for any plan or project to assess the potential implications
for European wildlife sites. The HRA therefore looks at whether the
implementation of the plan or project would harm the habitats or species for which
European wildlife sites are designated. These include:
• Special Protection Areas (SPA) designated under the Birds Directive
(79/409/EEC)
• Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) designated under the Habitats Directive
(92/43/EEC)
4.2 In addition to SPAs and SACs Ramsar sites are designated under the Ramsar
Convention (Iran 1971 as amended by the Paris Protocol 1992). Although they are
not covered by the Habitats regulations, as a matter of Government policy,
Ramsar sites should be treated in the same way as European wildlife sites. These
European wildlife sites are often grouped and known as Natura 2000 sites.
4.3 The first stage of the HRA process is a “screening” exercise where the details of
nearby internationally designated sites are assessed to see if there is the potential
for the implementation of the Plan to have an impact on the site.
4.4 The following assessment will screen the potential impact of the proposals for the
Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Neighbourhood Plan on these sites within 20km of the
Neighbourhood Area Boundary.
4.5 The following Natura 2000 sites are located within 20km of the Boughton Aluph &
Eastwell Neighbourhood Area boundary (See Map 4 – Appendix 1).
Table 3: International Designated Sites (within 20km)
SACs
Blean Complex

SPA
The Swale

Wye & Crundale Downs

Medway Estuary &
Marshes

Ramsar Sites
Dungeness, Romney
Marsh and Rye Bay
The Swale

Folkestone to Etchinghill
Escarpment
Parkgate Down
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4.6 Of the 8 designated Natura 2000 sites identified in Table 3, the Wye & Crundale
Downs SAC is the closest around 5.3km away. The other 7 sites are all over 15km
away from the site. No direct impact would result from proposals in the
Neighbourhood Plan and indirect impacts are unlikely.
4.7 The Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) states that the Wye & Crundale
Downs SAC’s main importance is as an orchid rich priority habitat. The site
contains an assemblage of rare, scarce and uncommon orchids such as the early
spider orchid (Ophrys sphegodes), late spider orchid (Orchis fuciflora), burnt
orchid (Orchis ustulata) and lady orchid (Orchis purperea).Currently, the site is
home to the largest known UK colony of O. fuciflora (late spider orchid),
representing around 50% of the national population.
4.8 An Appropriate Assessment Screening has been carried out for the emerging
Ashford Local Plan 2030, and concludes that no significant effect is likely upon the
Natura 2000 sites, and therefore there was no requirement to carry out an
Appropriate Assessment/Habitats Regulations Assessment for the Local Plan.
The Boughton Aluph and Eastwell Neighbourhood Plan does not propose to
allocate any additional sites to those that have already been considered within the
screening assessment for the emerging Ashford Local Plan. The development
proposed in neighbourhood plan policy NP 12 and Policy S20 of the emerging
Ashford Local Plan 2030, is not identified as having any potential effects on the
European sites.
January 2020 update: The updated policy numbers for paragraph 4.8 are “The
development proposed in neighbourhood plan policy NP 7 and Policy 20 …”
HRA Screening Assessment Conclusion
4.9 The Boughton Aluph & Eastwell NP does not include any proposals that would
be likely to adversely affect the integrity of the internationally designated sites,
alone or in combination with other projects and plans. It is therefore considered
that a full HRA of the Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Neighbourhood Plan is not
required.
January 2020 update: This factual update has had no effect on the outcome of the
HRA Screening Assessment. It is still considered that a full HRA of the Boughton
Aluph & Eastwell Neighbourhood Plan is not required.
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Appendix 1: Maps
Map 1: Heritage Designations- Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Parish
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Map 2: Environmental Designations- Boughton Aluph & Eastwell

23

Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulation Assessment
Screening Report & Determination for the Boughton Aluph & Eastwell Neighbourhood Plan
December 2018 with factual update January 2020

Map 3: Policy BAE NP12 site boundary

January 2020 update: Deletion of this site boundary map and replacement with new
map, inserted below.
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Map 4: International Designations (HRA) Location of Boughton Aluph and Eastwell and internationally designated sites within 20km
Source:
www.magic.gov.uk/Magicmap
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Appendix 2: Response from Statutory Consultees
Response from Statutory Consultees on the contents of this screening report.
Historic England
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Natural England
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Environment Agency
Email received 1.11.2018
Ashley
Thank you for consulting us on this. We have no comments to make at this stage.
Jo

Jo Beck Sustainable Places Specialist, Kent, South London and East Sussex
Environment Agency Rivers House, Sturry Road, Canterbury, Kent CT2 0AA
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Appendix 3: Extracts from ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic
Environmental Assessment Directive’
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Criteria for determining likely significance of effects on the environment (from Article 3.5 of the
SEA Directive)
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