
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: What is the purpose of this consultation?  

A:  This Council has a responsibility to plan for housing needs for all 

members of the community. The consultation is seeking your views 

on the future of gypsy and traveller development in Ashford.  The 

feedback we receive will be incorporated into a Development Plan 

Document (DPD) which will form part of the Local Plan.  The DPD will 

set out the policies which will shape future development of Gypsy and 

Traveller sites in the borough through both topic and site policies. 

Q: How will you identify new sites? 

A: The consultation includes the opportunity for landowners and 

interested parties to put forward sites for inclusion within the DPD as 

sites for Gypsy and Traveller Use.  It also asks your views on what 

criteria should be used to select the preferred sites. 

Q: What benefit to the settled community will new sites provide?  

A: If sites can be identified through the planning process it will prevent 

the need for illegal encampments which often cause conflict with the 

settled community. It is better for all members of the community if 

sites can be identified by agreement following consultation in suitable 

locations.  

Q: How will a DPD relate to the Ashford Local Plan? 

The DPD will form part of the overall plan for the borough and will 

need to accord with policies within the Ashford Local Plan to 2030. 
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Q: Who can respond to this consultation?  

A: Anyone can comment on this consultation.  We are keen to hear 

from groups within the Gypsy and Traveller communities, as well as 

those living in the settled community. 

Q: How do I respond to the consultation? 

A:  The relevant documents can be viewed and commented on online 

through our consultation portal at www.ashford.gov.uk/consult.   

If a person wishing to make a representation does not have access to 
a computer then paper copies of the documents will be available at:  

 Ashford Borough Council, Civic Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford, 
Kent, TN23 1PL  

 Ashford Gateway, Church Road, Ashford, Kent, TN23 1AS  

 Charing Library, Market Place, Charing, Ashford, TN27 0LR  

 Tenterden Gateway, 2 Manor Row, Tenterden, TN30 6HP  

 Wye Library, 6 Upper Bridge Street, Wye, Ashford, TN25 5AF  

The closing date for representations is the 6th April 2018 at 5pm. 

Q: What will the next steps be?  

A: After this consultation, the Council will need to consider responses 

and these will inform the policies within the DPD.  In terms of 

proposed sites, the locations finally short-listed will be selected on the 

basis of the ability to deliver sites, their suitability and the overall level 

of pitches needed.    

Once a draft DPD has been produced, it will be subject to a further 

consultation, during which interested parties can comment on the 

proposed policies and site allocations. 

Finally, the DPD will have to be submitted to the government for 

independent examination. 

http://www.ashford.gov.uk/consult

